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n initiative jointly set up by: 


DEFENCE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL (DCI), an 
organisation set up in 1979 and based in Geneva, 
; Switzerland, with national sections in some 40 countries, works to promote 


the rights of children worldwide and to monitor the United Nations Convention 


on the Rights of the Child. 


. THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CHILD 
ABUSE AND NEGLECT (ISPCAN), an organisation founded in 1977 and 
based in Chicago, USA, with members around the world, works to prevent 


the abuse, neglect and exploitation of children. 
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Child labour is the single most common form ofc. 
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abuse and neglect in the world today and a seri 
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violation of children's rights. 
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hild labour has reached alarming proportions all over the world. 
A problem earlier thought to have been restricted to the 
developing world has now re-emerged-in the industrialised 
world. In many countries the rate of growth of the child labour 


force is higher than that of the country's population. 


The International Labour Organisation (ILO) estimates that over 200 million 
children are employed all over the world, 80 million of them in South Asia. 
However, estimates by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) suggest that 
India alone has 115 million working children. For Latin America and the 
Caribbean the estimate is of 30 million. In the United Kingdom recent surveys 


show over 1.5 million children to be working illegally. 


Children are economically active in virtually all sectors of work. They are 


visible on the streets of the world's major cities and towns where they are 
employed in automobile repair, hotel and restaurant work, roadside vending 
and waste collection. They are also found in ‘high profile’ sectors, exposed 
by national and international media, such as quarrying, prostitution, the 
manufacture of carpets, matches and fireworks. But these are only the tip 
of the iceberg. There is also the invisible exploitation of children in agriculture 
and domestic service, where the largest numbers of children are now widely 


believed to be employed. 


However the IWGCL makes a distinction between child labour and child 


work, and has adopted the definition in the Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences: 


‘When the business of wage-earning or of participation in self or 
family support conflicts directly or indirectly with the business of 
growth and education, the result is child labour. The function of work 
in childhood is primarily developmental and not economic. Children's 


work then as a:social good, is the direct antithesis of child labourS 


as a social evil.' 


he International Working Group on Child 
Labour 


In response to the increasing global awareness on the issue of 
child labour, the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse 
and Neglect (ISPCAN) and Defence for Children International (DCI), 
established an International Working Group on Child Labour (IWGCL) for 


a period of three years (1994-1996). . 


The IWGCL will build a global report based on the experience of individuals 
and groups developing strategies with or for working children, covering 


Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, Middle East and North America. 


Based on the results of this report will be built an action plan with two 


major components. 


1. A campaign on child labour that will bring the issue to centre stage, 
create the space for the strategies to be discussed, ensure and enable the 
_ intimate participation of children and NGOs and facilitating the inception 


of a world wide movement on child labour. 


2. The formulation of a global strategy for the elimination of child labour 


keeping the specificity of national and regional needs and differences. 


66 
We must take this opportunity to ensure that children 


are brought to centre stage and within the focus of the 
political spotlight. A nation's well-being must be judged 
by the status of its children. Ee 


bjectives 


To influence government policies and programmes and to 

propose effective strategies to be undertaken both by 
intergovernmental bodies and governments leading to the abolition of child 
labour, based on knowledge and analysis of the problem and experience 
of grassroot groups working in the field of child labour. To ensure that these 
proposals contain concrete actions that take into account regional differences 
and meet the needs of those grass-root and other groups that are combatting 


child labour. 


s) To share knowledge and experience in the area of child labour 
with international agencies (intergovernmental and non-governmental), in 
order to build solutions and ensure their effective implementation at the 


country level. 


QO To facilitate and ensure the active participation of grass-roots 
activists in the development of these alternatives and enable them to 
exercise pressure on the corresponding governments for their 


implementation. 


Q To facilitate and to ensure (wherever possible) the active, equal 
and intimate participation of working children in the development of these 


alternatives, as well as in efforts to improve their working conditions. 


a The causes of child labour are inexorably linked to 
the political, economic, cultural and social fabric of 


a nation. Strategies to abolish child labour which 
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ignore these links will fail. 


ethodology 


The IWGCL intends to build a report on the causes and 
manifestations of child labour, drawing from solutions 
that have been implemented the world over. This will be the basis for the 


IWGCL to formulate a global strategy for the eradication of child labour. 


As a means of building this report the IWGCL is undertaking action-oriented 
and participatory research in the six main geographical regions selected: 
: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, Middle East and 
North America. In each of these regions a process of data collection and 
analysis is being undertaken which will result in a series of interlinked 


country and regional studies. 


The purpose of these studies is to gain a deep and comprehensive 
understanding of each country and region and the factors (social, political, 
economic and cultural) which lead to the emergence and perpetuation of 
child labour in order to develop effective strategies for its eradication. Such 
a comprehensive and holistic approach will ensure that the alternatives 
Which emerge are in turn comprehensive, viable, sustainable and 


local specific. 


Within each country selected for analysis, at least two sectors of child labour 
and at least one sector of child work, at least two initiatives from the NGO 
sector and at least two from the Government sector are being studied. 


Existing strategies are being evaluated and alternative Strategies developed. 


The participatory nature of the project entails that members of the IWGCL 
responsible for coordinating work at country and regional levels collaborate 
with local, national and regional NGOs, academic institutions. specialists 
from a variety of different fields, the media, other institutions and individuals, 
and child labourers who have expressed an interest in being involved in 


the project of the IWGCL, and the final recommendations of its report. 


articipation of Children 


The participation of children in the work of IWGCL has been 
defined as a strong and distinct element which will run 
through all the phases of the project. The involvement of child labourers 


in information gathering and analysis is essential at all Stages. 


Special emphasis will be placed on children as equal and active participants 
and as dynamic protagonists of change. This will enable the voices of children 


to be heard and taken seriously. 


The participation of children in the process will be an empowering one which 
will enable them to advocate on their own behalf, sharing information, 


experiences and aspirations at national, regional and international levels. 


*¢ Children are most directly affected by the problem 
of child labour. Therefore, their constant interaction 
in the IWGCL project is crucial in order to evolve and 
formulate strategies to combat child labour which are 


99 
most appropriate to them. 


Ramu, Satwadi — Basrur (15 years) : 


"Children need support in order to bring an end to child labour, and 


to express themselves. 


Our previous experience of other meetings has been that when 
children begin to speak, grown ups get up and leave. | would like 
to ask those here at this meeting to have patience when children 
speak and listen to them until they finish. You Should tell as many 
people and children, including those who go to school, about our 


situation." 


Shiva Kumar, Banashankari — Bangalore (15 years) : 


"ILis adults who are divided by caste, community, religion and colour. 
Not children. | request adults to forget these differences. We all have 
the same blood. Children who work do not have the same facilities 
as adults. When I went to open a bank account, I was asked to bring 


an adult. We do the same work, why can't we have the same rights? 


We do not know enough about other working children and they do 
not know about us. | request this group to create opportunities for 
us to learn about each other. This group should help children to 


become self-reliant and make their voices heard." 


Lakshmi, Basrur (16 years) : 


Manju, Ullur — Basrur (16 years) : Vint “ : - 


"Many children in the world do not have access to information. | 
would like to request this group to share the information you receive 
with all children. We need information about the situation of children 


We should also have the opportunity to share information between | s 
ourselves and other children. We should create the conditions for : 


= 


; 
in different parts of the world. | : 
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this to happen. | request you very strongly to give children a chance ~ : 
to access information, be it through a wall magazine like ours or ; 


r 
any other form of communication." ae 
f P. 


"The objective of our struggle should be to help child labourers ~ 
become child workers. For this we need the support of each other. — 


We also need the help of adults. Only then, this struggle can grow x 
ae 


- all over the world." aS 


These statements were made by representatives of working children who 3 


participated in a meeting of the IWGCL held in Bangalore, India, in 1994. 
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Composition 


Chairperson : Nandana Reddy (India) 
Vice Chairperson : Maria Cristina Salazar (Colombia) 
Treasurer : Stan Meuwese (Netherlands) 
Members : Jaap Doek (Netherlands) 
Ashraf El-Bayoumi (Egypt) 
Martin Garate (Chile) 
Esin Konanc (Turkey) 
Margaret Lynch (UK) 
Philista Onyango (Kenya) 
Brian Raftopoulos (Zimbabwe) 
‘Secretariat 
Project Coordinator : Clare Feinstein (UK) 
Communications Director : Mauricio Tolosa (Chile) 
_ Observers 


Anti Slavery | International (ASI) 

ChildHope 

International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB) 

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) 
International Federation Terre des Hommes 


_ International Labour Organisation (ILO) 


International Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) 


_ International Save the Children Alliance (ISCA) 


Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural eee (UNESCO) 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 


Donors, as per August 1994 


Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) 

Department for Development Cooperation - Ministry for Foreign Affairs | 
(The Netherlands) 

European Commission : 
Dutch Trade Union Federation (FNV) 

Redd Barna (Norway) 

United Methodists - Global Ministries (USA) 

Dutch Interchurch Organisation for Development Cooperation (ICCO) 
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